
 

Revision checklist for GCSE Superpower Relations and the Cold War 
Year 11, I have listed all of the subtopics within this list - firstly, do not panic. Use it as 
a guide to see what events you are confident with, and what you might need to revise 
in more detail.  
There are plenty of other resources on the Google Classroom, and even more on the 
wider web!  
Best of luck, Team History.  

Topic or subject Useful links for more information 

 Key topic 1.1 Early tension between East and 
West 
 

 Formation of the Grand Alliance  
 Tehran Conference 
 Yalta Conference 
 Potsdam Conference 
 Atomic Bombing of Japan 
 Long Telegram 
 Novikov Telegram 
 Iron Curtain Speech 

 
 Key topic 1.2 The development of the Cold 
War 
 

 Creation of Soviet Satellite States 
 Truman Doctrine 
 Marshall Plan/Aid 
 Dollar Imperialism 
 Setting up of Cominform 
 Setting up of Comecon 
  
  
 Key topic 1.3 The Cold War intensifies 
 

 Creation of Bizonia/Trizonia 
 Berlin Blockade 
 Berlin Airlift 
 Creation of the Federal Republic of Germany 
(FDR) 

 Creation of the Democratic Republic of 
Germany (DDR) 

 Formation of NATO 
 Signing of Warsaw Pact 
 Eisenhower becomes Leader 
 Khrushchev becomes Leader 
 Start of the Nuclear Arms Race 
 Hungarian Uprising 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/z3h9mnb/
revision/1 
 
Cold War Topic One YouTube Short 

 Key topics 2.1 
 

 The Second Crisis over Berlin 
 Second Berlin Crisis 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zyt42p3/r
evision/1 
 
Cold War Topic 2 YouTube Shorts 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/z3h9mnb/revision/1
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/z3h9mnb/revision/1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GipaXw-QIa4&list=PL0ifbTeFrUEsnfnRJuWXO8ZZREmKViFpy&index=1
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zyt42p3/revision/1
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zyt42p3/revision/1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y6l8bboOJBk&list=PL0ifbTeFrUEv26_FbfPoKfBZ5f7rKfZw1


 

 Geneva Meeting (1958) 
 Camp David Accords 
 Paris Peace Summit 
 Vienna Conference 
 U2 Spy Plan Incident 
 Building of the Berlin Wall 
 JFK’s visit to Berlin 

 
 Key topics 2.2 The Crisis over Cuba 
 

 Cuban Revolution 
 Bay of Pigs Invasion 
 Discovery of Missile Bases in Cuba 
 Naval Blockade of Cuba 
 13 Days of Negotiations 
 End of the Cuban Missile Crisis 
 Red Telephone 
 Nuclear Test Ban Treaty 
 Outer Space Treaty 
 Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty 
 

 Key topics 2.3 The Crisis over Czechoslovakia 
 

 Prague Spring 
 Soviet Invasion of Czechoslovakia 
 The Brezhnev Doctrine 

 
Bay of Pigs  

 Key topic 3.1 Attempts to reduce tension 
between East and West 
 

 Détente  
 SALT I 
 Helsinki Accords 
 SALT II 
 

 Key topic 3. 2 Flashpoints 
 

 Soviet Invasion of Afghanistan  
 Moscow Olympic Boycott 
 LA Olympic Boycott 
 The Reagan Doctrine 
 Strategic Defence Initiative (Star Wars) 
 

 Key topic 3.3 The collapse of Soviet control 
of Eastern Europe 
 

 Gorbachev comes to Power 
 Chernobyl Disaster  
 Gorbachev’s New Thinking 
 Late-Cold War Summits, 
 Collapse of the Eastern Bloc 
 The Berlin Wall Comes Down 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zwp86fr/r
evision/1 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gOtODfMMWpo&list=PL0ifbTeFrUEt8QMlBl78Rc5gUNDMPrScX&index=14
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zwp86fr/revision/1
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zwp86fr/revision/1


 

 

 The End of the Warsaw Pact 
 Collapse of the USSR 

Additional Material  
How to answer the Cold War Paper 
BBC Bitesize Cold War Playlist 
Explain two consequences 
Narrative account question 
Revision guide from another school.  
MME Revise History papers to practise 
Seneca - ensure you sign in with your school gmail account.  
Class code is o0pc26k4kb 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zp9prdm/revision/1
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zgb3qyc/watch/z7gvjfr
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ifn8bdPLvL4&list=PL0ifbTeFrUEt8QMlBl78Rc5gUNDMPrScX&index=12
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lSyz-K-W0Kk&list=PL0ifbTeFrUEt8QMlBl78Rc5gUNDMPrScX&index=13
https://www.cranbourne.hants.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/Cold-War-Revision.pdf?authuser=0
https://mmerevise.co.uk/gcse-history-revision/gcse-history-past-papers/edexcel-gcse-history-past-papers/

